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Media Statement 
 

Eastern Star Gas 
 

February 25, 2010 

 

Eastern Star Gas is working with authorities and landholders to limit any impact from the 

release of a limited volume of waste water into Mollee Creek, west of Narrabri, yesterday 

afternoon. 

 

Spill isolation commenced immediately and rehabilitation efforts are well underway. 

 

Preliminary investigations indicate that without authority and contrary to company policy, the 

waste water was released into the creek by an operational sub-contractor. 

 

The fluid released contains water, bentonite clays, food industry grade polymers, salt and 

potassium chloride. Potassium chloride is commonly employed by farmers as a fertiliser in the 

improvement of pastures, is an inert substance and biodegrades readily. 

 

While field testing of the water body indicates that these additives have been diluted to near 

background levels, further laboratory testing will be undertaken in accordance with NSW water 

quality guidelines. 

 

“We regret this incident occurred.  In addition to working with the relevant authorities, I have 

ordered a full internal inquiry to get to the bottom of what happened,” Eastern Star Managing 

Director David Casey said. 

 

“We will take any action required to fix this mistake and ensure it does not happen again.” 

 

Narrabri Shire, the NSW Environment Protection Authority and the NSW Department of Industry 

and Investment were notified yesterday afternoon.  Eastern Star is also liaising with affected 

landholders. 

 

• For further information please contact Scott McFarlane on 0407 265 053 


